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Asian Health Coalition and Partners to Observe World No Tobacco Day on May 31

May 27, 2011 — CHICAGO: World No Tobacco Day is held annually on May 31. Created by member states of
the World Health Organization (WHQO) back in 1987, this day of observance is meant to encourage a 24-hour
period of abstinence from all forms of tobacco consumption across the globe. It also draws global attention to the
widespread prevalence and negative health effects of tobacco use, as it is the one risk factor common to the
major non-communicable diseases (including cancer, cardiovascular disease, chronic respiratory disease and
diabetes) that kill 35 million people a year worldwide.

As a community partner of the Chicago Tobacco Prevention Project, the Asian Health Coalition (AHC) along
with its partners from the Chinese American Service League (CASL) and Coalition for Asian Substance Abuse
Prevention (CASAP) has received a grant to provide the Chinatown neighborhoods of Armour Square and
Bridgeport with smoking cessation resources and to promote policies that encourage tobacco-free living.

In support of World No Tobacco Day, a new tobacco ad (click here) in English and Chinese will be featured in
local establishments and prominent areas throughout Chinatown as part of an ongoing community-wide media
awareness campaign to address the issues of substance abuse.

In a joint statement by Esther Wong, Executive Director of CASL and Edwin Chandrasekar, Executive Director
of AHC, “Tobacco use is a serious concern given that 1 in 3 adult Chinese males in Chinatown is a smoker. Our
participation in the Chicago Tobacco Prevention project is critical to helping members in our community
overcome tobacco addictions and lead longer, healthier lives.”

Respiratory Health Association of Metropolitan Chicago works closely with the Chicago Department of Public
Health to oversee the Chicago Tobacco Prevention Project, which aims to reduce youth and adult smoking rates
and to reduce exposure to secondhand smoke. “On May 31, we Chicago partners will join others around the
worldto raise awareness about the toll of tobacco on our communities, said Dr. Bechara Choucair, commissioner
of the Chicago Department of Public Health.

For more information about the Chinatown community and its local smoking cessation resources, please contact
Meme Wang at 312.372.7070 x 229 or meme@asianhealth.org

Coalition for Asian Substance Abuse Prevention (CASAP): The Asian Health Coalition and Chinese American
Service League are leading members of CASAP. CASAP was formed in 2008 and comprises civic leaders and
organizations representing 12 sectors of the Chinatown community with a mission to prevent substance abuse in
Chintown through capacity building, strategic planning, and implementing culturally appropriate prevention
strategies for awareness, advocacy, and education.. Visit casapil.com for a list of partners and activities.

Chicago Tobacco Prevention Project: As the delegate agency for the Chicago Department of Public Health,
Respiratory Health Association of Metropolitan Chicago oversees the Chicago Tobacco Prevention Project.
Funded by a grant from the Centers for Disease Control, the comprehensive program includes hard-hitting
media, outreach to vulnerable population groups, and policy efforts that reduce exposure to secondhand smoke.
To learn more, visit www.lungchicago.org/ctpp.
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