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 Alderman Balcer Presses for Increased Efforts to Address Substance Abuse in Teens 
May 12, 2011 – CHICAGO:  The Coalition for Asian Substance Abuse Prevention (CASAP), led by the Asian Health Coalition along with several partnering agencies, joined 11th Ward Alderman James Balcer on May 12th to motion for a resolution to investigate alcohol and drug abuse trends among teens in Chicago. Alderman Balcer, current Chairman for the Chicago City Council Committee on Health, spoke to committee members saying more work needs to be done to develop effective substance abuse prevention and treatment programs that target teenagers in the City of Chicago. 
The Asian Health Coalition provided testimony together with the Be United Multi-Neighborhood Collaborative to share data from the Illinois Youth Survey which surveyed over 3,000 youth from the southwest side of Chicago and revealed that over 38% of 12th graders surveyed indicated drinking alcohol before the age of 16 and nearly all youth who used any substance used one or more of the three main gateway drugs: alcohol, tobacco, and marijuana.  

The youth surveyed represent 5 southwest side communities in Chicago comprising the neighborhoods of Armour Square and Bridgeport in Chinatown (25th ward), and adjacent communities in Brighton Park (11th ward), Back of the Yards (12th ward) and Englewood (3rd ward). These neighborhoods have a diverse African American, Asian and Hispanic population of nearly 425,000 individuals with over 4,000 youth between the ages of 12-17 years old. 
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To address the problem of substance abuse in these neighborhoods, 4 established coalitions representing these neighborhoods have formed the “Be United: Multi-Neighborhood Collaborative” in October 2010 to advocate for policies and systems change efforts focusing on problems of substance abuse and violence that severely affect all the communities involved. 
Alderman Balcer listens to testimony with members of City Council Committee on Health on the issues of adolescent substance use and abuse in Chicago's Southwest Side
___________________________

Be United: A multi-sector community partnership whose mission is to target risk and protective factors at the individual, family, and environmental-levels through policies and systems change efforts. This collaborative includes the following coalitions: Coalition for Asian Substance Abuse Prevention (CASAP) led by the Asian Health Coalition, Englewood Youth Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition (EYSAPC) led by Chicago Commons Association, Families Against Drugs in Area 58 (FAD58) led by SGA Youth & Family Services, and the Peace and Education Coalition (PEC) led by Healthcare Alternative Systems.  
