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Chinatown community town hall forum
Free to Soar: Preventing and treating tobacco and alcohol abuse

(CHICAGO) — Asian Health Coalition (AHC), Chinese American Service League (CASL) and Coalition for Asian
Substance Abuse Prevention (CASAP) will host a community forum on tobacco and alcohol substance abuse on
Friday, April 29, from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the CASL headquarters located at 2141 S. Tan Court in Chicago.

This community forum will highlight the ongoing progress and accomplishments that empower Chinatown
residents with alcohol and tobacco prevention and treatment resources. A panel of experts including community
leaders and representatives from local governmental agencies will discuss the strengths and concerns of
Chinatown on the problem of substance abuse and how the community can access additional resources.

Milestones that have been achieved in the Chinatown neighborhood include the following:

- A culturally-tailored media campaign aimed at increasing awareness toward smoking and drinking
behaviors, which is currently on display throughout Chinatown’s many businesses, schools and
community-based organizations.

- Alcohol party patrols that are being conducted regularly in partnership with AHC and the Chicago Police
Department to reduce underage drinking.

- Youth-led empowerment activities including “Operation Storefront” and “Photovoice” that allow students
to see and learn about the impact of cigarette smoking on the community’s environment.

- The first Chinese-language smoking cessation program offered in Chinatown is now being held at CASL
to help individuals reach their goals of living a smoke-free life.

- The availability of bilingual Mandarin and Cantonese-speaking substance abuse counselors at CASL
and Henry Booth House.

Key support for these substance abuse prevention and treatment initiatives has been made possible through
Asian Health Coalition’s partnerships with the lllinois Department of Human Services, Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration and the Chicago Tobacco Prevention Project, a joint initiative led by
Respiratory Health Association and the Chicago Department of Public Health.

“We applaud Asian Health Coalition on its grassroots efforts to curb substance abuse in the Chinatown
community,” said Joel Africk, president and CEO of Respiratory Health Association. He added, “These efforts will
undoubtedly help its community members live longer, healthier lives.”

All community members, community-based organizations and other interested parties are invited to attend the
town hall forum free of charge. For further information, contact Meme Wang at 312-372-7070, ext 229.
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