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MAYOR’S APPRECIATION FOR ALCOHOL AWARENESS
INITIATIVE IN CHINATOWN

April 1, 2011 — April marks National Alcohol Awareness Month which aims to draw
attention to the problems related to alcohol abuse and to get people in touch with
resources that can help.

A series of bilingual Chinese and English community media posters targeting Chinese
residents will be distributed throughout Chinatown during the month of April in
partnership with the Asian Health Coalition and Coalition for Asian Substance Abuse
Prevention (CASAP). In support of this initiative, Mayor Daley has also sent his
congratulations to the community.

Alcohol use among youth poses a significant challenge in the Chinatown area and early
initiation of alcohol use during adolescence has been shown to be a powerful predictor of
alcohol and substance abuse in adult life.

Bilingual Mandarin and Cantonese-speaking counselors are now available at two CASAP
partner agencies, the Chinese American Service League and Henry Booth House to work
with individuals and families in addressing the issue of alcohol use. CASAP member
agencies are also taking a greater role in reaching out to local residents with information
about alcohol and alcoholism as a chronic, progressive disease, fatal if untreated, and
genetically predisposed.

Coalition for Asian Substance Abuse Prevention (CASAP): CASAP comprises
individuals and organizations from 12 sectors of the Chinatown community with a
mission to prevent substance abuse among Chinatown youth through capacity building,
strategic planning, and implementing culturally appropriate prevention strategies for
awareness, advocacy, and education.. Visit casapil.com for a list of partners and
activities.
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